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APPEARANCES

APPEARING ON BEHALF OF
THE STATE OF FLORIDA:

BRYAN SARABTA, Assistant State Attorney
Office of Bernie McCabe State Attoéorney
Sixth Judicial Circuit, Pasco County
New Port Richey, Florida

" APPEARING ON BEHALF OF

THE DEFENDANT ADAM MATOS:

NICHOLAS MICHAILOS, Assistant Public Defender
Office of Bob Dillinger, Public Defender
Sixth Judicial Circuit, Pasco County

New Port Richey, Florida
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THEREUPON,

GARY HITCHCOCK,
fhe deponent herein, being first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MICHAILOS:

Q Can you state your full name for the record?

A Gary Hitchcock.

Q And how are you employed?

A I'm an investigator with the Public¢ Defender's
Office.

Q How long have you been with the Public
Defender's Office?
A Sixteen years.

0 All with the Office of Bob Dillinger?

A Yes.

Q Any prior law enforcement or investigating
experience?

A Twenty-eight years with the St. Petersburg

Police Department as a police officer.

Q What sort of investigations did you do as a
police officer?

A I was in patrol, then I was burglary detective,
then was a homicide detective. I was a field training

officer. I was a sergeant, lieutenant, major and
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assistant chief. So I've donesabout'all types of
investigations.

Q How long wére you in the hHomicide investigation
unit?

A Four years.

Q Where did you finish your careér with the St.
Petersburg Police Department?

A Retired.

Q  But what --

A 2000.

Q What were your duties at the time?

A I was the assistant ichief of ¢riminal
investigation section:. I wasLin'éharge of ali the
detectives.

Q Okay. How did you get involved.in the case
against Adam Matos?

A I have about eight ér nine attorneys that assigh
cases to mé and Nick and Dean%Livermore assigned me
request for investigation on a céseu

Q How long have you béen Qorking on the Adam Matos
case? |

A A coupleée of years.

Q In regards to Robert Dunlavey, have you come

into coéntact withba Robert Dunhlavey?

A " Yes.
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Q. How is that yocu deveaoped Robeft'DUnlavey a
potential witness? | |

A Nick assigned ne to intéf&iew him.

VQ - Okay. So you got theé name directly from the
attorney? |

A Yes.

Q Do you unhderstand that'Robert Dunlavey was not

on.the witneéss list, so do you Know how that name came to
ybur attention to be iﬁtervie&ed?

A Well, the way I understand it was, there is a
witness a Dunlavey that is listed.as.a state witress and I

did follow up with that investigation. I think it's

Robert's dad, correct? He's Iisted as a state? ,

Q Robert Dunlavey was listed as a state witneéss,
correct.
A That wag the first pérson I was asked to contact

about the phone call. So when I contacted him that's how
I got his son's name, and I followed up from there.
Q When was the first time that you made contact

was Dunlavey?

A 6/19.

Q0 ‘This year?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what was the nature of thaL céntact, meaning

did you speak to him on the pﬁone?
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A I contacted him on the phone.

0 And what did you speak about with him at that
time? ' | .

A At fi?st I was trying té clarify if ﬁe was the

oné that made the phone ¢all in referencé to the victim

not being seen for a few days. During that phone call he

_ was not positive either'Way,'bht he thought it could have

been his dad that called.
From tlere we went on to discuss what his

recollection of thé inciderit in the case was dand that's

where I got his testimony.

Q What did he tell you spécifically during that

phone call?

A You have iy report, correct?
Q I do.
A So you pretty much know what my testimony is

going to be, because if I refér to that repo;t‘aﬂd I have
toaay, there is nothing on thét report. that f»would change
5ut~I can tell you Whaﬁ I recéll.

| O . Please tell me What;ydu‘reééll?'

A He advised that he knew Nick. That he lived
next to his dad, and at ore time Ni¢k had worked with him
in the landsdapiﬁg‘business. ‘He ﬁad a seen him on a
particular day and started talking with hih and Nick had
calléd a cab.and wag going to%go'to;pick up'——‘I think it

I
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wasg a truck -- at a bar or certain location and éo
Mrf'Dunlavey offered to give him a ride.

During that ride they discussed Adam Matos, not
necessary by that name, but as a boyfriend of a woman who
was also Nick's girlfriend. And that he was going to have
to go over thgre and change the locks because she had
received a threat that the boyfriend, Matos, had
tﬁreatened to harm her and put a knife to her throat.

Mr. Dunlavey attempted to-télk him out of really
changing the locks and Suggested that he” just -him -~ him

and her go away from that residence for a few days. And

he had made a statement that he heard Nick say that he was

shooting betweéen the eyes if necessary, and that he would

"defend the girlfriend if need be. He knew that Nick had a

gun. = He had never seen it but he said he kept it in his

pocket .
Q Okay.
A Now, some of this, and I can refer back to each

report; somé of it is just a combination of things that I
told you that he recall that he said and it could have

came out each day. One day he mentioned the fact that he

would shoot him to defend the girlfriend, and at one point

during one of the interviews he said he would shoot him
betweéh the eyes.

o} Okay. When was the second interview?
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A 8/24.

Q And did you have any contactVWitthobert
Dunlavey between 6/19 and 8/24 of 20172

A No.

o »What were the ¢ircumstarces of the second
interview, meaning phoné, meeting him?

A Tt was in the office, inINiék's own officé. He
had beén called.invand'wé just went 6Ver iﬁ_again to
clarify some of the infofmation. I took some notes and

did another report, and sat in on the interview between

'Nick and Dunlavey.

Q Was there ahythihg—différént or substantially

different about the statement Robért Duhlavey gave you the

gecond time, from the phoné conversation?

A No.

Q I think you indicated previOusly the statements
that you attributed to Mr. Robert Dunlavey may bé-a
combination of the two iﬁterviews, so'I assume the second
interview you_Would»récﬁunt the same answer that you Jave
previously in regards to what Robert Dunlavey said; am I
correct in that?

A Yes. For instance, I think it wés’the first
interview, he had mentioned things such as Nick wdas a n;ce
guy and that he was a tough guy and“tﬁat he knew jujitsu.

I don't think he mentioried that in the second interview.
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Q But that wasn't an inconsistency so much as just

. different information provided.

A There was nothing really that inconsistent

between both statements.

Q. ‘Have you'done dny other work on the case?

A I served the subpoena to Mr. Dunlavey.

Q You hdvéen't talk to amny other witﬁesseS?

A - No.

Q Did you'evef speak to Adam Matos?
A No. |
Q Have you ever géne to any of the iécatiohs) the

criminal scene location or locations of interest in the
cage to investigation this situation?

A No.

Q0  You indicated'thatIYOu have been assigned the

cage for about two years and you onhly came into contact

with Robert Dunlavey for the past three months, four

months, was there any other work that you did on thé case

in the presiding year-and-a-half?

A "I don't remember what it was. I was here for a

. couple of years, about four years ago, and then I went

back to Pinellas, thén I came back hére and I've been here
about two years again, so it's like a total of four years.
There may have been a time, a couple of years ago, when

Dean asked me to obtain some photos or something of that

<
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nature. Ag far as interviewingiany potential witnesses,
no.
Q Have you taken any photos:or made any video or

audio recordings in referenc¢e to this case, either with or

~without Robert Dunlavey?

A No.
Q The conversatiois that ydu've‘indicéted that you
had with Robert Dunlavey are theY‘redorded in any way or

memorialized in any way, other than the reports that you

authored?
A No.
0 If you were called to testify in the case would

ydu have anything else that you wbuld‘éxpept to be able to
offer other than what you already testified in the
depdsition?
A No.
MR. SARABIA: All right. I don't have any more
questions. . |
| MR. MICHAILOS: I have nothing.

(DEPOSITION CONCLUDED.)
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CERTIFICATE' OF OATﬁ
'STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF PASCO ;
I, the undersigned authOrity,lcergify Ehat
GARY HTICHCOCK personally appeared before me and was duly
SWOI‘I’!.». |

WITNESS my hand and official seal this.

v

26 day of October, 2017.

KARLA JOSEPHIK, W

Notary Public - Stefe of Florida
My Commission No. . :
Expiration:-
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STATE OF FLORIDA '

COUNTY OF PASCO )

I, KARLA JOSEPﬁiK, Registered Professional
RepOrﬁer,‘certify that I was'authgrizéd to~énd aid
stenographically reporﬁ the deposition of -

GARY HTICHCOCK; that a review of-the'transcfipt was ot .
requested; and that the transcript is a true‘record
thereof.

I further certify that I am hot a relative,
employee, attorney, or cQunSel of any of the parties,
nor am I‘a relative or empioyee ofbany of the partieSf,
attorneys or couhsel connécted with. the aétion, nor am
I financially interested in the action.

DATED this 26 day of October, 2017.




